The appeal of efficient irrigation in agriculture

Oftentimes, when we think of conservation in any context, we anticipate having to make uncomfortable changes — to relinquish something valuable or accept a loss in profits. That’s not necessarily the case with efficient irrigation. Smart, efficient irrigation can result in reduced water losses and improved environmental quality while boosting on-farm productivity. 

Increased productivity

Modern irrigation technologies equip farmers with information they need to know regarding when and how long to irrigate. They can input variables like crop water needs and soil type, while using scheduling programs that monitor local weather conditions and soil moisture. 

These data points give farmers the information necessary to irrigate with precision, minimizing stress from over- or under-watering. With a finger on the pulse of your crop’s water needs, crop quality can be improved and yields can be maximized.  

Positive environmental impacts

Efficient irrigation also improves the worst environmental impacts of overwatering by reducing nonpoint-source pollution. By only irrigating enough to reach the root zones of crops, excess water doesn’t run off into nearby streams. This water can leach crop nutrients and chemicals into freshwater sources and contaminate critical habitats. 

Benefits in almost every department
Besides saving water and increasing yield, farmers can save on pumping energy costs and wear and tear on their irrigation systems. And the higher yield and crop quality will contribute to increased profitability of the business. Farmers can also reap the benefits of a good public image that goes alongside a more sustainable operation. 

The future of ag

Modern technology is upending the common business notion that profitability and environmental stewardship don’t align. This cannot be truer for smart, efficient irrigation. We don’t know what the future holds, but we do know that some places are becoming more drought-prone and may eventually have reduced access to water resources. The sooner we move toward efficiency in growing our food, the more prepared we will be for whatever the future brings. 

