September 11, 2023

The Honorable GT Thompson The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
Chairman Chairwoman

House Committee on Agriculture Senate Committee on Agriculture
400 Cannon House Office Building 731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable David Scott The Honorable John Boozman
Ranking Member Ranking Member

House Committee on Agriculture Senate Committee on Agriculture
468 Cannon House Office Building 555 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Thompson, Chairwoman Stabenow, Ranking Member Scott, and Ranking
Member Boozman:

As you reauthorize the 2023 Farm Bill, we respectfully request that you include an investment of
$750 million in mandatory funding for the Foundation for Food and Agriculture (FFAR) to
permanently support the research efforts of the Foundation. FFAR was authorized in the
Agriculture Act of 2014 to address the tremendous need for food and agriculture research by
leveraging public and private investments to maximize impact.

While the 2018 Farm Bill provided a significant investment in FFAR, overall funding for
agriculture research is still needed. Since 2002, U.S. public state and federal investments in
agriculture research have significantly declined by 30% from $7.5 billion to $5.2 billion in 2019°.
According to the USDA Economic Research Service, the U.S has fallen behind international
competitors like China, Brazil and India, who have made substantial increases in public
research investments for agriculture.

To date, FFAR has allocated a total of $605 million, leveraging more than $1.4 private sector
dollars with every dollar of federal investment. At that rate, more than $1.8 billion could be spent
on agriculture research through FFAR public and private partnerships over the next 10 years, a
significant return on the $750 million federal investment.

In addition to leveraging private sector funds, FFAR has and is continuing efforts to generate
additional revenue to support its mission. This includes exploring revenue opportunities from
technology transfer and alternative grant delivery mechanisms. Not only is FFAR fulfilling its
mission to leverage private sector funds from federal investments, but FFAR is also looking for
additional ways to self-sustain their operational costs.

1 Kelly P. Nelson and Keith Fuglie, “Investment in U.S. Public Agricultural Research and Development
Has Fallen by a Third in Recent Decades, Lags Major Trade Competitors,” Amber Waves, June 6, 2022,
https://www.ers.usda.gov/amber-waves/2022/june/investment-in-u-s-public-agricultural-research-and-
development-has-fallen-by-a-third-over-past-two-decades-lags-major-trade-competitors.
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FFAR has partnered with over 550 funding partners to fill critical research gaps and invest in the
future of the scientific agricultural workforce. FFAR supports promising new scientists through
the New Innovator in Food and Ag Research award, building a bench of scientific expertise to
address critical challenges and staffing shortages in agricultural research and development.
FFAR is not only an invaluable resource for the public research community, spurring public and
private collaboration to put more money into pre-competitive collaborative research. FFAR is
also a valuable partner to the private sector, providing public incentives and bringing together
partners from across the entire food and agriculture sector to invest in public research that
addresses urgent supply chain challenges.

In less than 10 years after establishment, partnerships through FFAR have led to breakthroughs
in agricultural sciences that are transforming efficiency in production and ensuring farmers can
adapt to challenges from rising global temperatures and disease. To date, FFAR has awarded
more than 300 research grants to address challenges across the entire food and agriculture
industry.

FFAR also utilizes unigue funding models to bring partners together and respond to emerging
issues in a way that other federal funding mechanisms cannot. The Rapid Outcomes from
Agricultural Research (ROAR) program deploys urgent funding in response to unanticipated
threats to the nation’s food supply or agricultural systems.

Failing to continue public funding for FFAR in the 2023 Farm Bill would result in less public
research for agriculture and limit collaboration among researchers, creating more competition
for a limited pool of agriculture research dollars. A lack of new public investments in FFAR
would dramatically decrease private sector engagement in agricultural research and significantly
reduce the number of solutions available to farmers. This would only add to the uncertainty from
unpredictable weather, global supply chain challenges, and threats from pest and disease, all of
which are major contributors of food inflation.

A $750 million government investment to FFAR will at minimum leverage a 1:1 match, resulting
in $1.5 billion in new public and private agriculture research funding over the next decade,
ensuring the entire food supply chain has the tools to be more sustainable and the solutions to
provide a nutritional, safe, and abundant food supply for an ever-growing population.

We the undersigned organizations, companies, researchers, and institutions strongly support
continued funding for FFAR to make critical investments in agricultural research that address
new challenges, threats, and opportunities across the food system.
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